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THE BLEWITTS OF WOMBOURNE 
 

 
 

Photograph montage:  Nigel Terry 

 
Readers are likely to have noticed the two elegantly carved Blewitt memorial stones in 
the churchyard to the south-east of St Benedict Biscop. You may also have seen the 
names of two Blewitts on the nearby war memorial. A third Blewitt memorial is rather 
less prominent to the north of the church. My piece tells you who these Blewitts are, and 
who they are descended from. They are very distant cousins to me. 

 
There are many ways of spelling the surname “Blewitt” including with an e or an i, one t 
or two, or as Bluet(t). The spelling that appears on the memorials, and also on my great-
grandmother’s birth certificate, is the most common, and I use it throughout. 

 
As I was doing my own genealogy, it struck me that all the Blewitts in the Black Country 
might be related to each other. I threw out a challenge in the Facebook groups 
Wolverhampton Family History to anyone called Blewitt and, so far, I have found the 
connections. I am also going slowly through the parish records to identify links in the 
years before civil registration and full censuses. 
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I am still working on Kingswinford and Mucklestone, but I now know that all the Blewitts 
who ever lived in Wombourne between 1740 and 1911 are descended from my great 
great great great great grandparents, Thomas Blewitt and Mary Piggott. So are a lot of 
Blewitts across the Black Country, and in Darlington (County Durham). This was a 
family that had many sons over the generations. In this article, I am concentrating on 
people in Wombourne with the surname Blewitt, and especially on those memorialised 
in the churchyard. 

 
 

The relationship of those memorialised at St Benedict Biscop 
Thomas was already living in Wombourne when he married Mary in St Peter’s, 
Wolverhampton in 1740. Mary had been baptised in Bushbury in 1717. The baptism of 
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their son John, on 17 October 1742, is the first record of a Blewitt at St Benedict Biscop. 
Two of the sons of Thomas and Mary lived to marry and have sons of their own. The 
decisions that these men made shaped the outcome for their descendants. John stayed 
in Wombourne, and many of his descendants rose up the social ladder. Joseph left 
Wombourne and most of his descendants went into the new industrial world of the Black 
Country. The story of my Blewitt ancestors, descendants of Joseph, is one of working in 
iron, first in Sedgley, then taking their skills and strength to the new iron and steel works 
of the north-east. My great-grandmother, Mary Blewitt (and Jenny Walker’s great-
grandmother, Lucy Blewitt were third cousins, and contemporaries but they lived in very 
different circumstances, thanks to the decisions of their respective Wombourne great-
grandfathers. Mary lived in tiny cottages adjacent to foundries, and was unable to sign 
her name. Lucy lived on large farms and had been educated by a governess. 

 

 
Mary Blewitt, with her husband and her daughters, born in Sedgley in 1854. She 

married Hugh Shields (formerly Devine) in 1874 (photo from Brian Leslie Johnson) 
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Lucy Blewitt, granddaughter of William Blewitt the farmer. born Cranmore Lodge Farm, 
Perton, 1848. She married her cousin, Joseph Hayward. (photo from Jenny Walker) 

 

 
The relationship of Mary Blewitt and Lucy Blewitt 
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What of the Blewitts who stayed in Wombourne? 
 
The baptisms of 25 Blewitts are recorded in the parish registers of St Benedict Biscop 
between 1742 and 1828, starting with 3 of the 4 children of Thomas and Mary. Then 
(1768-1783) come the 8 children of their son, John Blewitt, and his wife Mary 
Cartwright. Then (1800-1817) the 6 children of John and Mary’s son, John the 
shoemaker, who married Mary Perry. And finally (1812-1828), the 8 children of the 
shoemaker’s youngest brother, William, a farmer, who married Elizabeth Jones. 
Again, in the third generation, we have two brothers, William and John, who took 
different routes that would shape the fortunes of their descendants. 

 
William became a farmer, and married a farmer’s daughter. He was a tenant, not an 
owner, and he did very well indeed, as did many of his descendants. He was on the 
electoral roll in 1833 and presumably had voted in the 1832 election which David Taylor 
wrote about in Issue 4 of WHIG. The other Blewitt on the electoral roll was another 
brother, Isaac, who died in 1836. John the shoemaker was still in Wombourne at this 
time, but did not meet the property qualification. William was higher up the social ladder 
than his elder brother, John. 

 
Extract from the electoral roll of 1833. 

  
  
In 1841 and 1851, William was still farming 100 acres at Bratch. Some of his sons and 
grandsons would go on to farm properties of thousands of acres away from 
Wombourne. Meanwhile John and his son Joseph were making shoes in Ounsdale, 
somewhere near the Round Oak. 
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The twin tombstones in St Benedict Biscop’s churchyard are to the families of these two 
third generation brothers who stayed in Wombourne, and whose families constituted the 
Wombourne Blewitts of the 8 published censuses. 

 
William and Elizabeth share a memorial stone with their daughter Eliza, who died aged 
19. William’s epitaph suggests a tough ending to a successful life: 
 
He suffer'd much by slow decline But patiently did wait the time. Untill his Saviour Christ 
said come, And took him to his heavenly home. 

 
John and Mary share a memorial stone with two of their children who died young, and 
with their son Joseph, who followed his father’s profession, and became a master 
shoemaker, and Joseph’s wife, Martha Bowley. 

 
These two stones are very similar. I wonder if there are church records showing the 
purchase of nearby plots by the two brothers, John the shoemaker and William the 
farmer, where they and some of their children could be buried? The stone between 
them is unfortunately illegible. Was it another family member? 

 
By 1881, Charles Hayward Blewitt, a grandson of William the farmer, had returned to 
the Wombourne area with his wife, Mary (née Jorden), to The Orchards, then a farm of 
266 acres at Lower Penn, classified as Wombourne in the census. They lived in some 
style, with a number of domestic servants and a governess as well as farm workers. 
After Charles’s death in 1890, Mary continued to farm at The Orchards, employing her 
own son, William Jorden Blewitt, who then farmed it for another 20 years after his 
mother’s death in 1910 and was in turn succeeded by his wife, and then their son, 
William C J Blewitt, still farming there together in 1939 and beyond. 

 
Also in Wombourne in 1901 and 1911 was the family of one of the sons of Joseph and 
Martha, Joseph John Blewitt, and his wife Charlotte Smith, with their children. Their 6 
children were the sixth generation of Blewitts to be continuously resident in 
Wombourne. Joseph, who was in hospital at the time of the 1911 census, was a 
labourer in the sandmine. Charlotte and Joseph had broken the family naming traditions 
and gave some of their children fashionable names, such as Edith, Fred, Harry and 
Horace. They still had a traditional John, though. 

 
Sadly, the first Edith was killed at the age of 6, by a tree falling during a storm (Figure 
6). The baby who was in the womb at the time of the accident was given her name. In a 
strange echo of this accident, 25 year old Constance Blewitt, the oldest child of William 
Jorden Blewitt of The Orchards, was killed by lightning in 1939, while she was studying 
at Staffordshire Farm Institute. 
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:Report of the death of Edith May Blewitt 

 
Fred and John, two of the sons of Joseph and Charlotte, died in action in the first World 
War. Their names are on the cenotaph just east of the Blewitt graves, though not 
adjacent because Fred was a corporal. Both boys had achieved places at the Old 
Swinford Hospital School, staying at school until the unusually late age of nearly 16. 
Fred had left school to join his father in sandmining but was already in the army in 1911, 
in Gibraltar, and John had left school to work on a farm, but was working for a master 
butcher in Wolverhampton in 1911. Fred and John are also memorialised at their old 
school. 

 
In 1939, Charlotte is living alone, still in Windmill Bank, which was her address at the 
time of the death of her sons, but her death is registered in Bromsgrove, where her 
youngest daughter, Beatrice, lived. The memorial to little Edith in St Benedict Biscop 
churchyard also carries the names of Joseph and Charlotte, and of their son Horace 
and his wife, who both died in Nottingham. Horace must have seen Wombourne as 
home. Does anyone know whether they are all buried in this grave, or only Edith and 
Joseph? 

 
The only other Blewitt in Wombourne in 1939 is 9 year old Marjorie Blewitt, who is living 
with Victor Hubble and his wife, Edith (née Amphlett). I haven’t yet worked out how she 
is related or what happened to her later. Does anyone know who she was? 

 
The class gap between the children of William the farmer and the children of John the 
shoemaker, which began in the 1700s is still there in the twentieth century. 
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I see from recent telephone directories and school magazines that there are still Blewitts 
in Wombourne. Are they descendants of William the farmer or of John the shoemaker? I 
hope that at least one of them stays to keep up this tradition of at least one Blewitt son 
staying behind in Wombourne. There are of course, also plenty of us descended from 
Thomas and Mary who have other surnames, some of whom must also still be in 
Wombourne. Do say hello and see where you fit in on the tree! 
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DUDLEY ARCHIVES: LIMITED RE-OPENING FROM 7 JULY 2020 
 

We have received the following information from Dudley Archives: 

 
In line with government guidance, the Archives searchroom will re-open to the public in 
a limited capacity by appointment only from Tuesday 7th July. 

 
We have introduced several measures to ensure we re-open in a manageable way that 
is safe for both staff and visitors. These include the following: 

 
Visits will be by appointment only, which must be booked in advance over the phone on 
01384 812 770. We won’t accept booking requests made by email or voicemail 
message. 

 
Appointment slots are 10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm, Tuesday–Saturday. 

 
At any one time, bookings can be made up until the end of the following week. For 
example, if you rang on Tuesday 7th July you could make a booking for any date up 
until Saturday 18th July. 
You can only book one resource per appointment, i.e. a PC or a table or a microfilm 
reader. 

 
To begin with you can only book one appointment per week. 

 
We’ll ask visitors to queue outside until their allotted time, sanitise on arrival and avoid 
using the locker and toilet facilities where possible. The foyer seating area will be closed 
to the public and visitors will be asked to leave the building 12pm-1pm. 

 
We ask that any payments are made by credit/debit card. 

 
We’ll take a phone number when making your booking and keep a record of this for 21 
days after your appointment. This is to assist with the NHS Test and Trace system. 
After 21 days your details will be confidentially destroyed. 
Do not attend your appointment if you’re unwell. 

 
We will start to take bookings over the phone from Tuesday 30th June for the following 
week. The phone will be manned 9:30am-3:30pm, Tuesday-Saturday. 

 
These measures will be under constant review and adjusted appropriately if and when 
safe to do so. We appreciate that any system short of full opening can lead to 
frustration, but we respectfully ask for your patience and understanding during this time. 
We look forward to welcoming researchers again and seeing some familiar faces! 
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STAFFORD RECORD OFFICE PHASED REOPENING 
 

Stafford Record Office will reopening on Tuesday 14 July. Initially the office will open on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays only for the first two weeks, before extending opening to 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays for the following two weeks.  From 11 August, 
normal opening hours will resume, other than Saturday opening, which will begin on 22 
August.   
 
Visitors will be limited to four at any time, and original documents must be requested in 
advance. 
 
Meeting rooms will remain closed, and there will be no access to computers, printers, 
photocopiers or microfiche/films. 
 
The William Salt Library will remain closed, but documents held in the library will be 
available to view in the Records Office if ordered in advance. 

  
NEXT NEWSLETTER 

 
We hope to produce the newsletter monthly - however, this depends on contributions!  
Any and all snippets, articles, queries, photographs are most welcome:  please send 
them to Margaret or Kate.  Text should be in Word format, please, and any illustrations 
sent separately as jpeg files.  
 


